Whatcom County Fire District No. 11

Board of Fire Commissioners

3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA.  98262

March 11, 2003

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Craig Smith at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA called The Regular Meeting for March 11, 2003 to order. 98262, at 7:32 p.m.

PRESENT:  In attendance were Commissioner Craig Smith, Commissioner Dave Harmoney, Fire Chief Duncan McLane, Firefighter Shawn Bass, and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the minutes as presented of the March 11, 2003 meeting.”  Seconded by Commissioner Craig Smith, AND PASSED  2-0.

BLANKET VOUCHERS:

The Board of Commissioners, at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, Wa. 98262 reviewed the regular Blanket vouchers approval documents for February/March 2003 expenses for approval of payments, on March 11, 2003 and approved.  “Vouchers audited and certified by RCW 42.24.080, and those expenses, reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been made available to the Board,” and with no revisions.

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the vouchers for March 11, 2003, and approve for payment those vouchers included in the list, and further described as follows:  Vouchers 2003 – 03-045 through 2003 – 03-063, in the amount of $1,328.77.   Motion seconded by Commissioner Craig Smith, AND PASSED 2-0.

PAYROLL:

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the payroll for March 2003.”  Seconded by Commissioner Craig Smith, AND PASSED 2-0.
GUESTS: The Guest Speaker for the evening is Warner Webb, Whatcom County Fire Marshal.  Warner thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak to the Board.

Commissioner Dave Harmoney stated that he has concerns with the vegetation overgrowing on driveways, which had sixteen (16 foot) right-of-ways, and now you could not even take a car up them without getting it scratched.

Warner stated that the best thing to do with this is (Warner has a copy coming from District # 7) District # 1, District # 2, District # 4, District # 9 and others have a resolution that has been adopted by the Board of Commissioners and has been reviewed by Attorney Frank Chmelik.  The Resolution is for “Substandard streets, roads and bridges.”(  Warner will send a copy of this resolution so that the Board can review it and see if they would like to change some of the wording and use it.  Once the resolution is in place, the locations are identified, and then the Board of Commissioners or the Fire Chief contacts the homeowner.  If no action is taken on the homeowners’ part at that point then the District refers the property in question over to the Fire Marshal’s office.

Homeowners can be contacted on a one – on one basis, or can be sent a registered letter.  This decision is up to the Board of Commissioners or the Fire Chief.

This resolution also addresses the concern of taking fire district equipment over bridges that do not meet the engineering standards for handling the weight of this equipment.  This informs the homeowner that hoses will be taken across such bridges, but the trucks will not cross over.

If the Board chooses not to adopt the resolution, properties that are identified with these problems can be turned over to the Fire Marshal’s office and they will deal with the homeowners.

The clear zone standard is 13 feet 6 inches in height and 20 feet in width.  (  Warner to provide copies of this standard to Fire Chief McLane.

With mutual aid taking approximately 30 minutes at best for Lummi Island, and the number of volunteers available during daytime hours the question came up regarding sprinkler systems and who would be made to install them.  Warner stated that if someone was looking to build a home 4,000 square feet or larger he would require some sort of fire protection, a tank, pond, or sprinkler system.  They are trying to discourage the use of open ponds due to mosquito problems. 

(Warner Webb is to supply a copy of the prints for the only sprinkler system on the island to Fire Chief Duncan McLane.

(Warner Webb is complying a list of companies for water tanks, and will supply this list to Fire Chief Duncan McLane.

Commissioner Harmoney asked who was responsible for stand piping?  Warner stated that the homeowner is; but if the district wanted to go to the homeowner and enter into an agreement to maintain the standpipe once a year, and use this maintenance as training, this is acceptable.  The insurance companies will then recognize these as maintained systems.  In the agreement you state that in an emergency you have the right to use these systems when needed and the district then has access to them when needed.

Fire Chief McLane asked about the Short plats (4 lots and under) applications that he receives asking for input.  Warner stated that the input could be anything from nothing to what the Fire District would like to see requested.  Warner stated that most fire districts do not respond.

Long plats (4 lots and over), PUDS and others all require fire protection.

Fire Chief McLane asked about Road Variances.  County Road Engineers should be going to the Fire District for their approval on any road variances that have been requested.  Warner stated he would not approve any road variances without something in writing from the fire districts.

The new County Engineer is Joe Ratton, ( Warner will let him know that District # 11 wants to be informed of any road variances that are proposed for this fire district.  Warner also recommends that the district send a letter for Joe Ratton stating that we would like to be notified of any road variances that are proposed for District # 11.

Burn Permits:  In 2006 the NWAP will be doing a review.  This review is going to see if there are other alternatives in place so that burning can be banned.  Burning will be banned in Blaine, Everson, Nooksack and Sumas.  Due to the population on Lummi Island it will not affect us at that time.  The District does have the right to ban burning, and can use the overgrowing and undergrowth as a good reason to ban burning.

Chief McLane asked if the County issues any burn permits for Lummi Island.  Warner stated that they do NOT issue any permits for Lummi Island nor would they, unless they have something in writing from the Fire Chief.

Chief McLane asked if recreational fires fall under the burn ban, or will they after 2006.  Warner stated that if they meet the requirements recreational fires are permitted.

Commissioner Smith asked about the regulations for above ground fuel tanks.  Warner informed the Board that the Department of Ecology regulations do not come in to effect until the tank is over 650 gallons, and that the Uniform Fire Code comes in to effect at 300 gallons.  Warner stated that he makes sure there is good set back requirement from property lines and structures.  The set back is 10 feet.  The rest Warner could not answer without the code sitting in front of him.  The threat is not with the tank sitting there, nor the fuel being stored, it is human error.

The Board thanked Warner for coming and sharing his expertise and suggestions with us.

Chief McLane asked if a letter from the Fire Marshal regarding overgrown driveways would protect the fire district from the insurance companies stating that a structure fire loss is the fire districts responsibility due to the fact that they would not take the trucks down the driveways.  Warner stated that yes it would.

CHIEF’S REPORT:

· February had one call – it was a fire investigation.

· R-1113 has had a tune up and is running better.

· E-1151 has its tires back.

· Area near door for E 1151 has been repaired.

· Personnel – John Granger has been called to duty, Jim Lane will be taking his place as Medical Officer.

· Kim Keck has been terminated, and Barbara Wallace has been hired.

· Training – Last week was Haz. Mat., next week is building construction, and the following week is soft tissue injuries.

· Meetings:  Hilltop Water Association Meeting.  They signed the rules and regulations.  Chief is getting the minutes by e-mail now.

· Q-West bill – the billing date has been changed so that we will receive it before the Commissioners meetings.

· Whatcom Chief paging issue – Copy of the letter from Chief McLane to Captain Don Hayes, and a copy of his response. (Copies of both letters to be attached as a permanent part of the Board Minutes).

Commissioner Harmoney stated that we need to respond to this letter that we will not be held responsible.  He would like a copy of this letter to go to Mary Green, Ken Gustafson, Don Hayes, and Pete Kremen.  Commissioner Harmoney suggested that we hire an attorney to write this letter for the District.  Chief McLane is directed to contact Jim Bell or Frank Chmelik to write a letter for the District.  Commissioner Harmoney stated that he would pay for the time it would cost to have the letter done.

EMS Levy – No agreement has been signed between the county and the districts.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 25, 2003 at the Old Elks Club.

Fire Hall Hose testing is scheduled for March 26, 2003.

Chief McLane informed the Board that he would like to purchase a (timer and spigot so that the tender can be filled in the early a.m. without someone having to get up and come down to the fire hall to turn on the hose.

Chief McLane has drawings for the replacement of R-1113 if the Board would like to look at them after the meeting.  The E-550 chassis that was been considered has been discontinued. 

Surplus:  Going through the station and compiling a surplus list is in progress.

DNR Grant:  Chief McLane stated that he has signed the contract and has sent it back.

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve Barbara Wallace as the Pension Board Secretary, Board Secretary, Financial Officer, Investment Officer, and Auditing Officer for the Board of Commissioners and Whatcom County Fire District # 11 as of March 11, 2003.  (Barbara is to prepare all the proper resolutions dated this date, and present them at the next Board meeting for signature.  In the meantime Barbara is to fill these positions.”  Seconded by Commissioner Craig Smith, AND PASSED 2-0.

Regarding the issuing of burn permits.  Commissioner Harmoney would like to see us track the weather, rainfall and humidity at this location.  An analog system to track this would cost approximately $500.00 - $600.00.  This would help in making decisions to the burning regulations.  Tradewind makes one; Davis makes one.  (Chief McLane to look into this.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Motion:
There being no other business to come before the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Harmoney moved and Commissioner Smith seconded, to adjourn the meeting, AND PASSED 2-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m..

_________________________________
By:  _______________________________

Barbara Wallace, Board Secretary

Commissioner Craig Smith







By:  _______________________________

     





     Commissioner Dave Harmoney







By:  _______________________________








Commissioner Robert Busch

Approved at the Whatcom County Fire District # 11 Board of Commissioner Meeting on Tuesday, April 8, 2003.
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