Whatcom County Fire District No. 11

Board of Fire Commissioners

3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA.  98262

May 13, 2003

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Craig Smith at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA called the Regular Meeting for May 13, 2003 to order. 98262, at 7:37 p.m.

PRESENT:  In attendance were Commissioner Bob Busch, Commissioner Dave Harmoney, Commissioner Craig Smith, Fire Chief Duncan McLane, Firefighter Shawn Bass, and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace.

GUEST:  Pete Cameron.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the minutes as presented of the April 8, 2003 meeting.”  Seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

BLANKET VOUCHERS:

The Board of Commissioners, at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, Wa. 98262 reviewed the regular Blanket vouchers approval documents for April/May 2003 expenses for approval of payments, on May 13, 2003 and approved.  “Vouchers audited and certified by RCW 42.24.080, and those expenses, reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been made available to the Board,” and with no revisions.

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the vouchers for May 13, 2003, and approve for payment those vouchers included in the list, and further described as follows: Vouchers 2003 – 03-0088 through 2003 – 03-116, in the amount of $7,544.27.   Motion seconded by Commissioner Smith, AND PASSED 3-0.

The cost of the Camano Island class – Government vs. Management was $45.00 billed to the district, $15.00 per participant.  Chief McLane and Commissioner Smith was the only attendee, Commissioner Busch and Commissioner Harmoney are each to be billed $7.50 each.

PAYROLL:

Motion:
Commissioner Harmoney made motion, “To approve the payroll for May 2003.”  Seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

COMMUNICATIONS:

Letter from Norma Bohl (Rec’d 04/09/03) Thanking Chief McLane for the informative 2002 Annual Newsletter for the community.

Letter (04/10/03) Auditors Office Tuesday, May 20th Special Election use of Fire Station is cancelled.

Oath of Office – Board Secretary

Listing of Current House Bills

E-mail from Ken Gustafson regarding the Ferry and Dispatch – Pagers

Copy of E-mail from Mary Green re:  Lummi Island Ferry (April 11, 2003)

Copy of Letter from County Executive Pete Kremen re:  Ferry/Pagers (April 17, 2003)

Letter from Bellingham Fire Department re:  Donation of 2 Pagers with Chargers

Heritage Trust and Hilltop Standpipe Draft, Commissioner Busch would like to see spelled out who and when is responsible for what.  Who is going to be responsible to pay the electric bill?  Item # 7  “Termination if it happens do not want the district to be out a lot of dollars.  Need to ask for perpetuity – if terminate district need to be reimbursed for expenses (labor and materials).  (  Chief to work on this for completion the end of July.

CHIEF’S REPORT:

· Copy of May 13, 2003 Chief’s Report is attached as part of the minutes.

· Pagers – we received two from Bellingham Fire, 6 from District 7.  Waiting for agreement back from Public Works.  Mary Green out of town on vacation for the next two weeks.  When this is complete the Board of Commissioners would like to see thank you letters sent to every one involved.

· Commissioner Harmoney wants to make sure that the Chief was complemented on the job he had done on the Ferry problem and the solutions that came about so promptely.

· Open House article placed in The Tome, posters place where possible.

· Reeds – Chief located 2 in Florida and 3 in Rhode Island.

· Tanker 1121 – ECM (Electronic Control Module) was fixed this morning.  Warranty covers parts and book time – we will have to pay travel time.

· 2004 budget started.

· Day Wireless has reprogrammed all radios and they are the same now.

· The siren has been repaired.

FINANCIAL/SECRETARY REPORTS:

The Board of Commissioners was presented with March and April 2003 financial reports (along with copies of the backup documentation from the Courthouse).  

OLD BUSINESS:

Draft of “Emergency Access Policy” Commissioner Harmoney would like to see Vegetative Encroachment listed.  The Board would like to see the different steps spelled out in this policy.  Commissioner Busch would like to see an article in the Tome explaining what the fire district needs to accommodate the trucks, so they know what we are looking for.  Information available at the Open House for residents will also be looked into.  We will work in the following order: 1) Verbal; 2) Twice try to communicate; 3) Letter; and 4) Turned over to the County Fire Marshall.  We do need to set up policy and procedures, as well as keep a file on each address that has been identified with all contact details documented.

NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner Harmoney stated that he liked the new Commissioner Books. That these were the easiest formats that he had been presented with for a meeting in the past 14 years.  Commissioners’ Busch and Smith agreed.

Chief asked the Commissioners to be back up personnel for the dunk tank for the Open House.  Commissioner Harmoney will be in Alaska, Commissioner Busch will be away, Commissioner Smith offered to be a dunk candidate as well as Chief McLane.

Web Page: The cost to the District is $8.95 to register the Domain Name for three years and $96.50 per year for web hosting.

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion “To approve the expenses to have WebPages created and maintained for the fire district.  Seconded by Commissioner Harmoney, AND PASSED 2-0.  Commissioner Busch abstained.

Commissioner Harmoney would like to see the WebPages visited annually, and an annual report given to the Board.  He would also like to see the costs set up as separate line items in the budget.

Chairperson Smith has called for an executive session at 9:05 P.M. RCW 42.30.110 (B)  “To consider the selection of a site or the acquisition of real estate by lease or purchase when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood of increased price.”

The Commissioners have requested Chief McLane and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace to stay for the Executive Session.  This will last approximately 30 minutes. 

Executive Session out at 9:40 p.m.

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion “to have Commissioner Busch to contact a realtor for an appraisal whether it is a comparative appraisal or a certified appraisal, and then report back to the Board of Commissioners.”  Seconded by Commissioner Busch AND PASSED 3-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Motion:
There being no other business to come before the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Harmoney moved and Commissioner Smith seconded, to adjourn the meeting, AND PASSED 3-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

______________________________
By:  _________________________

Barbara Wallace,



Commissioner Craig Smith

Board Secretary







By:  _________________________

     





Commissioner Dave Harmoney







By:  __________________________







Commissioner Robert Busch

Approved at the Whatcom County Fire District # 11 Board of Commissioner Meeting on Tuesday, May 13, 2003.
May 13, 2003
Board of Commissioners
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