

Whatcom County Fire District No. 11

Board of Fire Commissioners

3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA.  98262

February 10, 2004

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Craig Smith at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA. 98262 called the Regular Meeting for February 10, 2004 to order, at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:  In attendance were Commissioner Bob Busch, Commissioner Craig Smith, Commissioner Pete Cameron, Chief Duncan McLane, and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace. 

GUEST:  Frankie Small.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The December 9, 2003 and January 13, 2004 minutes were presented for approval.

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the minutes as presented of the December 9, 2003 meeting, and to approve the January 13, 2004 meeting minutes with the following amendment: Jim Stratton be changed to Jill Stratton.”  Seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.
BLANKET VOUCHERS:

The Board of Commissioners, at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, Wa. 98262 reviewed the regular Blanket vouchers approval documents for February 2004 expenses for approval of payments, on February 10,  2004 and approved.  “Vouchers audited and certified by RCW 42.24.080, and those expenses, reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been made available to the Board,” and with the following revisions.

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the vouchers for February 2004, and approve for payment those vouchers included in the list in the amount of $5,625.76 after the following changes:

1. Invoice 13204 to Bellingham Technical College in the amount of $390.82 is held until next month to decide whether to pay or not.

2. Invoice 12 to Hilltop Water Association in the amount of $1,008.00 for two hook ups.  Only one hook up is to be paid at this time in the amount of $504.00.

Motion seconded by Commissioner Smith, AND PASSED 3-0.

PAYROLL:

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “To approve the payroll for February 2004.”  Seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.

FINANCIAL/SECRETARY REPORTS:

December financial reports were presented to the Board.  Detail 2003 reports for the Expense Investment and Reserve Investment accounts were gone over with the Board.

COMMUNICATIONS:

Hilltop Water Association – December 2003 Minutes

Hilltop Water Association – January 2004 Minutes

WFCA Seminar Series 

WSAFC Legislative Bulletin

Commissioner Busch asked if we had gotten a copy of the Hilltop Amended minutes for the January meeting.  The Chief informed him that we had not.

CHIEF’S REPORT:

See attached Chiefs report.

Chief presented a copy of the Hazardous Mitigation Plan that was sent this week to FEMA.  The copy is to be circulated through the Board starting with Commissioner Cameron.

Chief asked the Board for approval to purchase a directory of Computer and High Technology Grants from Research Grant Guides, Inc.

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “That the Chief is to purchase a Directory of Computer and High Technology Grants from Research Grant Guides, Inc. in the amount of $69.00 plus shipping/handling and tax.”  Seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.
Initial Attack Vehicle:  Chief checked into when the purchase had to be completed to fulfill the requirements of the grant funds.  The District must have possession by March 31, 2005.  The latest we could go to bid on this is early May, which will leave us very little room for any problems.

Airlift and ALS/BLS transports were discussed.  The Board instructed the Chief to put an article in the Tome asking the community to contact their medical/insurance carriers to make sure that they have airlift coverage and to inform the community members that the cost at this time is approximately $6,700.00.
 OLD BUSINESS:

Chief McLane presented to the Board the contracts from DNR for the 2003 USFS Fire Assistance Grant in the amount of $20,000.00 and the USDA Forest Service Fire Wise Grant in the amount of $15,000.00.
Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “That the Commissioners accept and sign the contracts from DNR for the 2003 USFS Fire Assistance Grant in the amount of $20,000.00 and the USDA Forest Service Fire Wise Grant in the amount of $15,000.00.”  Seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

EMS Levy:  Commissioner Smith reported that the Whatcom County Fire Chief’s Association is working on a proposal to the County regarding BLS Transport.  The West Side of the county is looking better than the East Side at this moment.
NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner Cameron has asked to be sent to the March 27th 2004 Washington State Fire Commissioners Association seminar series in Yakima.  The Board asked the Secretary to register Commissioner Cameron for the Seminar and to book a hotel for him.

New Property:  The Board has instructed the Chief to have the drilling of the well and possibly water containment started as soon as possible.  The Chief will start on this, as well as look into whether we need to go out to bid on this or if we can get quotes for this project.

Commissioner Smith stated that he would contact the County Health Department.

Commissioner Busch has asked the Chief to look into the Commissioners and the Chief visiting the water system that is set up on Mt. Baker Highway.

Motion:
Commissioner Cameron made motion, “To have the Chief set in motion the drilling of a well and information on water containment.”  Seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

Hilltop Water Association is to be sent a letter stating that the water on the new property purchased by the District is not used.  That due to the water never being used on this property we are asking for it to be shut off and the District not billed for this hook up.  If Hilltop Water Association would feel better about taking out the hook up they can remove it if they wish.

Chairman Craig Smith called for an Executive Session under RCW 42.30.100(f) “To receive and evaluate complaints or charges brought against a public officer or employee.”
Executive Session will be approximately 15 minutes, the Board would ask that the Chief and the Board Secretary stay.

Executive Session in at 8:35 p.m.

Chairman Smith stated they would be another 10 minutes at 8:50 p.m. 

Executive Session out at 8:55 p.m.

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “That from this day forward all volunteers/personnel must pay for the 1st Responder Classes, EMT classes and Recruit Academy, at such time that they have completed the classes and received their certifications they may submit to the Board of Commissioner for reimbursement.  There will be no reimbursement if the classes are not completed and certification obtained.”  Seconded by Commissioner Smith, AND PASSED 3-0.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Commissioner Smith will be on vacation next month, so will not be attending the March 9th, 2004 meeting.
SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Motion:
There being no other business to come before the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Busch moved and Commissioner Smith seconded, to adjourn the meeting, AND PASSED 3-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

______________________________
By:  _________________________

Barbara Wallace,



Commissioner Craig Smith

Board Secretary







By:  _________________________

     





Commissioner H.E. “Pete” Cameron







By:  __________________________







Commissioner Robert Busch

Approved at the Whatcom County Fire District # 11 Board of Commissioner Meeting on March 9, 2004.
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