

Whatcom County Fire District No. 11

Board of Fire Commissioners

3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA.  98262

October 12, 2004

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Craig Smith at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA. 98262 called the Regular Meeting for October 12, 2004 to order, at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:  In attendance were Commissioner Bob Busch, Commissioner Craig Smith, Commissioner Pete Cameron, Fire Chief Duncan McLane, and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace.

GUEST:  
Robert Keller of Legoe Bay Wireless

Mike Swope

Chairperson Craig Smith asked that the regular meeting format is set aside and the floor turned over to Robert Keller of Legoe Bay Wireless.

Mr. Keller is here to ask the Board of Commissioners for approval to place a tower on the Fire District property.  This tower will be used to help provide broadband Internet service on the Island.  The tower will be approximately 70 feet in height and will take a diameter of 60 feet of ground for the guide wires.  Mr. Keller has insurance and will be providing the Fire District with a certificate of insurance.  Mr. Keller would like to start this project within the next couple of weeks.  All equipment being used by Mr. Keller is FCC approved equipment.

In exchange for this Mr. Keller will provide the Fire District with free internet service for their computers, and will be willing to pay whatever the electrical costs are that he will incur by connecting to the existing electrical service.

The Board had questions about what permits would be required.  Commissioner Smith will call Marilyn Bentley at Planning and Developing for the permit answers.

Commissioner Busch was concerned with the antenna interfering with the Fire District radios and pagers.  Mr. Keller said the equipment has a very sophisticated filtering system ability, and if there is a problem that he would make sure that the correct filter is provided.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the minutes of the September 14, 2004 minutes as presented.”  Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.

PAYROLL:

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “To approve the payroll for October 2004.”  Seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 2-1.
BLANKET VOUCHERS:

The Board of Commissioners, at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, Wa. 98262 reviewed the regular Blanket vouchers approval documents for October 2004 expenses for approval of payments, on September 7, 2004 and approved.  “Vouchers audited and certified by RCW 42.24.080, and those expenses, reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been made available to the Board.”

Motion:
Commissioner Cameron made motion, “To approve the vouchers for October 2004, and approve for payment those vouchers included in the list in the amount of $8,476.22.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Smith, AND PASSED 3-0.

FINANCIAL/SECRETARY REPORTS:

Financial Secretary Barbara Wallace presented the August and September Financial information to the Board.

COMMUNICATIONS:

The Tome – EMS Levy Article

The Chairperson turned the floor over to Mike Swope.  Mr. Swope is interested in renting part of the building or a level part of the property from the fire district.  He is willing to pay the same as he was paying before, which was $200.00 per month.  He needs an area approximately 100 x 100.

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “To authorize Chief McLane to make decisions for the rental and use of the property across the street for Mike Swope”.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.
CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief Duncan McLane reported to the Board that we have reached the 50th call for the year.

We have 11 applications out and 1 returned already.

Chief reported that the 55 Alive-driving class was being held at the Fire District.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Commissioner Smith informed the Board that after his conversation with Jeff Munson as far as the county is concerned we own the rocks.

Commissioner Busch will have the value of the rocks for the board by the next meeting.

New 1113 pre construction conference was discussed.  

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “To approve Fire Chief Duncan McLane or Commissioner Robert Busch to be authorized to sign change orders up to $2,500”.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.
After discussion on the property across the street, it was decided that we need to set up a time for a Planning Meeting.  It was decided that the Planning Meeting would be Wednesday, October 27, 2004 at 1:00 p.m. at the fire hall.

Commissioner Busch has spoken with Dana and Becka with regards to the Otto Water Property.  They had come to agreements by the end of the meeting, now it is in the hands of their attorney.

“Cedrus” people are living in there now, the question was asked if the fire district has signed off on this.  Chief Duncan McLane replied “No”.  Hal Heart – head of the planning department did not go out to inspect due to the “No trespassing sign.”

NEW BUSINESS:

Fire Chief Duncan McLane asked the Board how they felt about starting a Cadet Program.  The Board would like to see this idea pursued with effort.

It is that time of year again, and we must plan for our annual Budget meeting for 2005.  After discussion it was decided that the Public Annual Budget Meeting for 2005 would be Tuesday, November 9, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. at the fire hall.

Chief McLane requested an Executive Session with the Board at this time.  Chairperson Smith called for an Executive Session and they will be in Executive session for 15 minutes.

The Board went into Executive Session at 9:05 p.m.

Executive Session ended at 9:15 p.m.

At 9:20 p.m. Chairperson Smith reconvened the Public Meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Motion:
There being no other business to come before the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Cameron moved and Commissioner Busch seconded, to adjourn the meeting, AND PASSED 3-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 p.m.

______________________________
By:  _________________________

Barbara Wallace,



Commissioner Craig Smith

Board Secretary







By:  _________________________

     





Commissioner H.E. “Pete” Cameron







By:  __________________________







Commissioner Robert Busch

Approved at the Whatcom County Fire District # 11 Board of Commissioner Meeting on November 9, 2004.
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