

Whatcom County Fire District No. 11

Board of Fire Commissioners

3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA.  98262

April 12, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Craig Smith at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, WA. 98262 opened the Regular Meeting for April 12, 2005 to order, Tuesday,  April 12, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT:  In attendance were Commissioner Craig Smith, Commissioner Bob Busch, Commissioner Pete Cameron, Fire Chief Duncan McLane, and Board Secretary Barbara Wallace.

GUEST:  
Bud Jewell. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the minutes of the March 8, 2005 Commissioners Meeting minutes as presented.”  Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.

PAYROLL:

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the payroll for April 2005.”  Seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.  

BLANKET VOUCHERS:

The Board of Commissioners, at 3809 Legoe Bay Road, Lummi Island, Wa. 98262 reviewed the regular Blanket vouchers approval documents for April 2005 expenses for approval of payments, on April 12, 2005 and approved.  “Vouchers audited and certified by RCW 42.24.080, and those expenses, reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090, have been made available to the Board.”

Motion:
Commissioner Cameron made motion, “To approve the vouchers for April 2005, and approve for payment those vouchers included in the lists in amount of $18,769.89. Motion seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

FINANCIAL/SECRETARY REPORTS:

January, February, and March Financial Reports were presented to the Board.
Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To approve the January, February, and March Financial reports as presented. Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.
COMMUNICATIONS:

W.C. Auditors Office – April 26, 2005 Election – No Election

Thank you Boys and Girls Club

CHIEF’S REPORT:

Chief McLane informed the Board that the new R 1113 would be at District 4 tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. for pump testing.

Architect Pete Carletti with possible be at the May Board meeting with 75 percent of the plans.

Chief McLane informed the Board that we need to set dates for Facility Planning Meetings again.

$4,000.0 was placed in the 2005 Budget for FEMA Grant Match.  We have spent $2,305.00 of this amount.  Chief asked that the Board consider earmarking the remaining $1,695.00 for wildland gear.

Commissioner Busch asked that this item be tabled for now, until we have all current volunteers in good current gear.

Chief McLane reminded the Board that the Open House is scheduled for Sunday, June 26th, 2005.

The Board also asked that the Standard Standpipe and Hydrant Agreement be placed on the Agenda for May.

7:35 p.m.  Shawn Bass arrived.

7:40 p.m.  Vince Spucces arrived.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

The Board after reviewing the changes to the Lummi Island Heritage Trust Agreement and after discussion agreed to the following motion.

Motion:
Commissioner Busch made motion, “To accept this draft of the Lummi Island Heritage Trust Agreement with the Lummi Island Fire Department and approve the signing of this document.”  . Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.
New R 1113: As of today according to the contract with H & W Emergency Vehicles the truck is now 15 days late on delivery.  That would mean that under the contract the District would be receiving $1,500.00 from H & W.

Chief McLane asked that the Commissioners earmark this late delivery fee amount to be used to purchase equipment that would better equip the unit.

Motion:
Commissioner Cameron made motion, “To approve the Chief using the late fees for equipment for the new truck.” Motion seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.

Well: The Board has requested that the Hilltop Water Board be invited to the next Commissioners meeting.  The District Board will request that the Hilltop Water Board have a quorum so that decisions could be made.  Chief McLane stated that the next Hilltop Water Association meeting is here at the Fire Hall Tuesday, April 19th, 2005 at 6:30 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS:

WGEP: The Board has had a chance to look at the changes to the IGC.

Motion:
Commissioner Cameron made motion, “To approve the signing of the WGEP paperwork.” Motion seconded by Commissioner Busch, AND PASSED 3-0.
At 8:00 p.m. Chairperson Craig Smith turned the floor over to Firefighter Shawn Bass.

Firefighter Bass stated that he had received a bill for an optional class he missed.

Commissioner Smith asked him if he voluntarily signed up for the class, and Firefighter Bass stated yes.

Chief Duncan McLane stated that two bills had been sent out at $250.00 per person.

Commissioner Cameron stated that when he purchased tickets to an event and can not make it due to changing of plans that he is not entitled to receive his money back.  He must pay for his choices.

Firefighter Bass listed reasons why he felt that he should not have to pay this bill, including that it was tax payers money.  Firefighter Bass also stated that the Chief had told him to refer to the policy posted in the apparatus bay.  

Fire Chief Duncan McLane stated that this was special training that was brought out to the island for the convenience of the firefighters.  It was a very expensive class and had a limited number of openings.  When someone signs up that they are making a commitment and should honor it.  If these funds are wasted the next time the Board is asked to sponsor a special class for the volunteers they may not be so readily willing to budget for the money if it is wasted.

Firefighter Bass stated that policy spelled out that it was for Recruit Academy, First Responder and EMT Classes.

Commissioner Busch asked Firefighter Bass to take the bill to the Firefighters Association and see if they would pay it for him.

Firefighter Bass left the meeting.

After discussion by the Board the following was agreed upon.

Motion:
Commissioner Smith made motion, “To revoke/cancel both of these bills at this time.” Motion seconded by Commissioner Cameron, AND PASSED 3-0.

The policy on classes will be added to the May agenda and will be rewritten.  Due to the Firefighters Association not having a representative at the Board meetings to take information back to the Firefighters the new policy will be sent to all firefighters.

Commissioner Smith asked for a 5 minute Executive Session to discuss personnel Issues.

Executive Session in at 8:35 p.m.

Executive Session out at 8:40 p.m.

Facility Planning Meetings have been scheduled for the months of April, May and June on the 4th Tuesday of each month.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Motion:
There being no other business to come before the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Busch moved and Commissioner Cameron seconded, to adjourn the meeting, AND PASSED 2-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

______________________________
By:  _________________________

Barbara Wallace,



Commissioner Craig Smith

Board Secretary







By:  _________________________

     





Commissioner H.E. “Pete” Cameron







By:  __________________________







Commissioner Robert Busch

Approved at the Whatcom County Fire District # 11 Board of Commissioner Meeting on May 10, 2005.
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